
 
   

Guidance for registration of kept birds  

New rules make it a legal requirement for everyone in Great Britain who keeps birds to register 
with the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA). 

Keepers must register before 1 October 2024 in England and Wales and between 1 
September and 1 December in Scotland. 

What you need to know (England and Wales)  

Keeper of less than 50 poultry or other captive birds (including pets , aviary birds 
and wild birds ) 

If you have a County Parish Holding (CPH) number  

You can register in 2 ways, either by: 

�x using the form to register to be a keeper of less than 50 poultry or other captive birds 
�x emailing customer.registration@apha.gov.uk 

 
If you do not have a  CPH number  

You can register online, it should take about 10 minutes. 

You will be asked for: 

�x your contact details 
�x details of the owner of the birds (if this is not you) 
�x the location where you keep the birds 
�x details of the birds you keep (species, number and what you keep them for) 

 
Where birds of prey are already registered under an A10 Certificate OR detailed on an Animal 
Activities License, you will still need to complete this separate APHA registration. 
 
When you do not need to register  

You do not need to register psittaciformes or passeriformes (such as budgies, parrots, 
cockatiels and finches) if they are both: 

�x fully housed in a dwelling (your home or another indoor structure) 
�x with no access to the open air 

 
You do not need to register an exempt bird to visit a veterinary practice. 

If your birds are taken outdoors at any time, for example to be exercised, trained, or taken to 
bird gatherings or shows, they must be registered.   

After you have registered  

If your details have changed you’ll need to tell APHA within one month when: 

�x you no longer keep or own birds 
�x your contact information changes 
�x you change the species of poultry or other captive birds you keep 



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66e2b492e87cdeb3bcc48bda/IRA81_Register_to_be_a_keeper_of_50_or_more_poultry.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-a-county-parish-holding-cph-number
https://www.gov.wales/get-county-parish-holding-cph-number
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66e2b4b6e87cdeb3bcc48bdb/IRA90_Kept_Bird_Registration_Form_-_Keeper_of_50_or_More_Other_Captive_Birds__002_.pdf


 
   
If your premises is registered on the GB Poultry Register you will need to re-register on the 
Scottish Kept Birds Register.   

How to register   

You can register for free online at the 

https://keptbirdregister.service.gov.scot/
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/identification-registration-and-movement-birds
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/22.23.105%20AIPM4%20Application%20for%20Flock%20Number%202022%20V3.PDF
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/22.23.105%20AIPM4%20Application%20for%20Flock%20Number%202022%20V3.PDF
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/22.23.105%20AIPM3%20Application%20for%20Flock%20Number%202022%20V3.PDF
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/22.23.105%20AIPM3%20Application%20for%20Flock%20Number%202022%20V3.PDF

