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example by reduction of greenhouse house emissions through increased efficiency of 
production14,15,16,17,18. 

23. We are concerned that the expectation on livestock farmers to complete, document and evidence the 
universal actions across the board will mean they lose focus on the essential health and welfare 
sections, which will take more time and effort than the proposals suggest. This could lead to poor 
welfare outcomes for both the farmed animals and wildlife, so it is essential that farmers have the 
time and resources for their core husbandry work.  

24. BVA members have been involved in workshops developing the SFS and AHIC, providing a greater 
insight to the expectations than most farmers or vets currently have. This consultation does not 
adequately explain the incoming requirements for animal health and welfare, and we are concerned 
that farmers will not be prepared for the time and effort the proposals will require.    

25. This consultation does not make it sufficiently clear that ensuring the health and welfare of sentient 
animals is important as a marker of social progress, as well as for the role it plays in achieving other 
sustainability objectives such as reducing antimicrobial resistance (AMR) as an environmental 
benefit. An environmental benefit scheme on land where livestock is kept must include animal health 
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Management responsibility period 
37. Not within our remit to comment 

 

Carbon calculator 
38. This is not our area of expertise, but we are concerned that carbon calculators are known to be very 

context-specific, and a single carbon calculator may not suit all types of farms in the scheme. Care 
must be taken to ensure all farms are able to create an accurate and fair carbon footprint, and 
context must be taken into account when making comparisons.  

39. The debate around CO2 equivalence metrics is an area of active research and may impact mitigation 
planning in the future. Use of The Global Warming Potential Star (GWP*) metric should be 
considered, rather than the traditional GWP100, as this has been developed to allow comparisons of 
the global warming impacts of different gases to more accurately reflect the warming effect of 
methane in the atmosphere.  

 

Controls and sanctions  
40. This is not our area of expertise, but we support sanctions which are proportionate to the non-

compliance or offence. 

41. It will be important to recognise the impact the threat of sanctions, penalties and civil proceedings 
can have on a farmer’s mental wellbeing, and the risks this poses to their health. This must be taken 
into account when deciding what is a proportionate response. 

 

Appeals process 
42. Not within our remit to comment 

 

https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/campaigns/back-welsh-farming/
https://beta.gov.wales/agricultural-land-classification-predictive-map


BVA Welsh Branch and BCVA response to Welsh Government’s Sustainable Farming Scheme 
consultation  

6 March 2024 (Page 8 of 13) 

products imported from non-EU countries should have been produced under equivalent welfare 
standards to our own. 

48. The transition period must take into account the need to adequately train sufficient numbers of 
advisers to undertake the farm sustainability review and farm sustainability plan needed to enter the 
scheme. Time must also be allowed to pilot this stage of the process to make sure there are no 
unintended negative consequences.  

49. BVA and BCVA recognise that many of our members’ roles in Wales are interlinked with the 
agricultural sector. The provision of 24 hour rural veterinary services for production animals is 
dependent on the viability of practices caring for these animals, which in turn depends on a thriving 
livestock production sector. It must be recognised that any measures which may result in a reduction 
of the number of livestock farmers in Wales may have resultant negative consequences for the 
provision of rural veterinary services. 

50. Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) payments are an important part of farm incomes in Wales. Welsh 
agriculture, and livestock farms in particular, are far more dependent upon payments from the CAP 
than their English counterparts—in some cases this can account for 80% of farm income in Wales, 
as compared with an average of 55% for the whole of the UK. Wales currently receives 9% of the 
total UK CAP budget24. Wales has four times the number of people employed directly within 
agriculture when compared with England, whose employment may be affected by the proposed 
changes. 88% of Wales’ land area is agricultural land, mainly less favoured area (LFA) land, and 
Wales’ main agricultural output is livestock (51%) and livestock products (35%)25. This change of 
financial support structure therefore comes at a time when the future of Wales’ main livestock 
industry is uncertain, given our unknown future trading arrangements and export markets. Wales 
may also end up on an unlevel playing field in terms of financial support, with Scotland, who are also 
producing lambs for the same market, depending on what policies are adopted in Scotland. As with 
any new climate related policy, Welsh Government should aim to ensure a just transition, ensuring 
that no sector is disproportionately impacted.  

 

Transition period (chapter 5) 

Access to support for farmers outside the scheme 
51. Farmers outside the scheme should have equal chance of accessing the funding to complete 

optional and collaborative actions. Some farms may choose not to join the SFS if the universal 
actions do not work for them, but would be able to benefit from optional and collaborative actions 
since 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmwelaf/402/40207.htm
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of the number of livestock farmers in Wales may have resultant negative consequences for the 
provision of rural veterinary services. 

61. 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmwelaf/402/40207.htm
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Proposed approach to secondary legislation 
66. We support the proposal to make regulations clearer since this will improve understanding, 

accessibility and compliance. 

67. It is important that any new regulations do not reduce standards, and take care to avoid any 
loopholes which may result in lower standards of animal health and welfare. Any changes must be 
soundly evidence based and there should be a commitment to review in the light of new scientific 
information. Any change must also be considered in line with those proposed by other 
administrations in the UK so that legislative loopholes do not appear, and that Welsh farming is not 
disadvantaged in the market place. 

68. Animal health and welfare must be an integral part of the new regulatory framework. As animal 
health and welfare specialists and advocates from farm to fork, the veterinary profession is well-
placed to advise and influence sustainable animal husbandry practices at whole system levels; 
safeguarding animal health and welfare whilst at the same time facilitating production efficiency and 
environmental protection. They should therefore be involved in the development of any new 
framework. We would welcome the opportunity to work with the Welsh Government on this.  

69. Wales must consider how best to utilise agricultural support to incentivise animal health and welfare 
within the rules of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), as well as any ongoing agreements that we 
may have with the EU. The WTO Agreement on Agriculture provides a framework for agricultural 
support. If Wales wishes to reduce the likelihood of any challenge in the WTO to a new agricultural 
support regime, it may seek to minimise both trade distortion and direct impact on production. To 
achieve this farm payments should be through a government-funded scheme which does not provide 
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should be used to monitor progress, as it is not sufficient to carry out a tick-box exercise in terms of 
inputs when monitoring animal health and welfare.  

75. We 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fawc-report-on-farm-animal-welfare-in-great-britain-past-present-and-future
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80. In particular, the four governments of the United Kingdom should establish structures to ensure 
ongoing cooperation and collaboration on TB. Infectious diseases such as TB do not respect 
borders, so co-ordination, collaboration, and consistency across the devolved nations is vital to 
reduce animal health and welfare harms and their impacts on sustainability. Policies across the 
devolved nations should be 

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/bovine-tuberculosis-partnership
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