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AS DELIVERED 

Good afternoon.  

Thank you, Ryan for those kind words – I didn’t know I had that impact, 

particularly on young vets in Shropshire, so thank you.  

I want to start by thanking Malcolm for his outstanding service as BVA 

President.  

With his infectious enthusiasm, unwavering dedication and clear vision, 

Malcolm has delivered inspirational leadership during a challenging year, 

and he has been at the forefront of many of BVA’s achievements over the 

last 12 months. But his work championing the future of the veterinary 

profession through his theme of ‘investing in people’ is what stands out for 

me, and which he exemplifies with the time and interest he puts in with 

every person he meets, and which has been so valuable to me in my JVP 

year. Thank you so much, Malcolm. 

Thank you also to Justine who has helped me so much, she is my media 

role model, especially with interviews.  

As we enter the new association year, BVA will continue to 



We will also continue to challenge 



As has been mentioned, a significant priority for us is ensuring our 

members’ voices are heard as part of the CMA review. It’s important for 

us all to recognise that the outcome may have far reaching consequences, 

not just for companion animal vet teams but across the profession more 

broadly. Although undoubtably challenging, we see the review as an 

opportunity to shine a light on the highly skilled and compassionate work 

that vets and vet teams deliver day in, day out for animals and their clients 
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response to incidents which have understandably shocked us all. But it’s 

the dogs with a particular appearance who will bear the consequences,  

rather than the people who are breeding, training, harming and selling 

dogs with specific looks and behaviours, sometimes for intimidation 

purposes.   

As part of the Dog Control Coalition, alongside Dogs Trust, RSPCA, the 

Kennel Club and others, we will provide evidence as requested to the 

emergency Efra inquiry next month. This will ensure the veterinary 

profession is heard as efforts to define this ‘breed’ and to shape a 

workable ‘ban’ progress. We’ll also press Government to fully consider the 

unintended consequences of a ban, and to address the real root cause of 

this issue through decisive support of intelligence-led enforcement action 

to tackle those really responsible and to prevent further harm.  

With the rise in dog bite incidents and this proposed ban, we will be 

reviewing our current position, ensuring it is rooted in the latest evidence. 

The topic of ‘dangerous dogs’ will also be a hot topic discussion at BVA 

Congress at London Vet Show in November, which I hope many of you 

will attend to share your views. And I look forward to seeing as many of 

you there as possible. 

As I start my tenure as BVA President, I’m excited for the road ahead. 

There are some difficult challenges for the profession to navigate, but we 

are a family of dedicated, passionate, and resourceful people. I am 

confident that together we can continue to build a modern, accessible 

profession 




