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is nothing to stop keepers relocating to avoid the measures. Our suggested inspection timeframes 
consist of a “full inspection” every 3 years, with an appointed suitably qualified or competent external 
inspector in addition to the local authority, as well as an annual check or “interim inspection” which 
will be a quick review by the local authority for compliance and any notable changes which could 
then be escalated to a full inspection. This would be in-line with zoo licensing inspections, and we 
feel would enable the management of animal welfare issues whilst still being manageable for local 
authorities to meaningfully carry out.  

8) For these standards to be adhered to for any inspection requirements put in place, it is important to 
ensure that there is veterin



 

Welfare Act 2006. 

 
Enforcement and penalties –  

¶ 





 



 

does not take into consideration those primates currently alive, or previously rescued, that have 
been hand-reared and have bonded to humans. There needs to be enough flexibility to ensure 
that these measures, when enforced, do take into consideration those primates that have an 
attachment to humans and will need to have some form of social contact with them to maintain 
their wellbeing.  

 
¶ Question 23: Do agree or disagree that the proposed dimensions provide sufficient 

space for each species of privately kept primates? 
33) Many of the dimensions proposed again have no evidence basis or are not currently in other 

established standards for captive primates. There are well established Callitrichid best practice 
husbandry guidelines published by the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA), yet 
this document preferentially uses recommendations for enclosures from more obscure sources. 

 

¶ Question 25: Do you agree or disagree that the proposed standards ensure that kept 
primates will have appropriate access to nest boxes, resting sites and platforms to 
support essential behaviours? 

34) It should be noted that all of the resting platforms and shelves need to have good drainage to 
prevent urine burns and also that alopecia at the base of the tail can occur if primates sit on flat 
surfaces too much. 
 

¶ Question 28: Do you agree or disagree that the proposed standards ensure that 
specialist keepers provide primates with appropriate lighting within their enclosure to 
best promote optimal welfare? 

35) We would agree that UV is a necessary requirement for a primate enclosure only for those 
primates who need artificial UV light. Additionally, the specifications of setting up the light 40cm 
from the basking spot and a radiation level of 3 is not applicable to all primate animals. It will have 
to depend upon the size of the primate using the basking spot and the seasonal variations in 
lighting that some species need. The radiation level will vary depending on the distance from the 
light. This section requires more information on safety and a consideration for the differing factors 
between primates, meaning that these measurements are too prescriptive. New world species 
may clearly have higher UV requirements, while other species with good sheltered outdoor 
enclosures may not require artificial UV provision.    

  

¶ Question 29: Do you agree or disagree that the needs of nocturnal species are 
adequately met? 

36) It is not clear why it says exceptions can be made for nocturnal species in terms of outdoor 
enclosures. We presume this is to enable nocturnal species to be maintained on a reverse light 
cycle to ease monitoring, feeding and assess for any signs of illness. If this is the case then this 
should be clarified. However, we believe that even where nocturnal species are maintained on a 
reverse light cycle, outside access should be provided. 

 

¶ Question 30: Do you agree or disagree that the standards will ensure specialist 
keepers maintain a hygienic and safe environment for captive primates? 

37) The husbandry requirements for primate groups are complex, requiring enclosures large enough to 



 

competent veterinarians”. Most experienced primate vets are not legally “specialists”, while other 
recognised specialists in zoological medicine may have no primate expertise and only work with 
birds, 



 

monitored and changed regularly? 
46) The role of enrichment could be expanded in section 222 to include more emphasis on the 

importance of enrichment evaluation.   

 
Breeding –   

¶ Question 38: Do you agree or disagree that hand-rearing by private keepers should 
only be permitted under exceptional circumstances?  

47) We agree. As previously mentioned we believe the requirements to keep primates make it very 
difficult for a private keeper to support the animal’s wellbeing effectively, and so the additional 
complexities of rearing primates, by hand or by supporting the mother, is something that would 




