Why is it important to prevent Avian Influenza?

Avian Influenza (Al) or “bird flu” is a highly contagious and deadly disease that affects a wide range
of species including poultry, waterfowl, gamebirds, birds of prey, seabirds and in very rare cases
certain mammals, including humans. Avian Influenza can occur as High Pathogenicity (HPAI) and
Low Pathogenicity (LPAI) forms. The currently circulating strain is the HPAI form and

a very high percentage of infected birds, including pet poultry, die from the disease. Those that
don’t still suffer with ill health from the disease and can spread the virus and so require humane
culling and safe disposal. Therefore, minimising the spread of Al nationwide is vital to protect bird
health and welfare, and public health.

How is Avian Influenza spread?

The virus is very infectious — only a small amount of virus causes severe disease in birds and often is fatal! Al
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http://disinfectants.defra.gov.uk/DisinfectantsExternal/Default.aspx?Module=ApprovalsList_SI

1 Fence off ponds and streams and avoid feeding wild birds near to your own birds to avoid contact between
domestic and wild birds which might spread Al.
Ducks and geese may show little or no
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