


8) The new TAC was announced on 21 October 2021. Nearly three months later, it is still not clear
that the TAC is ready to provide robust scrutiny of the UK-Australia FTA. It is vital that
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https://www.fuw.org.uk/en/news/14516-concerns-over-australia-and-other-trade-deals-well-founded-says-fuw
https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/australia-trade-deal
https://api.worldanimalprotection.org/country/australia
/media/3664/full-position-bva-position-on-the-welfare-of-animals-at-slaughter.pdf

permit slaughter without stunning for slaughter in accordance with religious rites which provides
for non-stun slaughter where food is intended for the consumption of Jews and Muslims.

14) At present the slaughter of non-stunned animals remains allowed in all States and Territories in
Australia. The Model Code of Practice for Domestic Poultry requires that ‘birds must be
slaughtered in a manner that minimises handling and stress’ but it is not mandated that birds
shall be stunned before being slaughtered.®

15)In Australia, sheep raised for wool are commonly subjected to a painful procedure called
mulesing, where flaps of skin from around a lamb’s breech and tail are cut off using sharp shears
to reduce the risk of flystrike. Mulseing has never been practised in the UK. The practice is used
mainly in the Merino breed and breeding to reduce the need for mulesing is a long-term aim.
Merinos are crossed with other breeds for meat production, so the welfare concerns are not
limited only to wool production. RSPCA Australia® is opposed to mulesing and some clothing
brands have ceased using Australian wool due to welfare concerns.
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https://api.worldanimalprotection.org/country/australia
https://kb.rspca.org.au/knowledge-base/what-is-the-rspcas-view-on-mulesing-and-flystrike-prevention-in-sheep/
https://kb.rspca.org.au/knowledge-base/what-is-the-rspcas-view-on-mulesing-and-flystrike-prevention-in-sheep/
https://www.mla.com.au/research-and-development/animal-health-welfare-and-biosecurity/husbandry/tail-docking-and-mulesing/
https://www.mla.com.au/research-and-development/animal-health-welfare-and-biosecurity/husbandry/tail-docking-and-mulesing/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-australia-free-trade-agreement-negotiations-agreement-in-principle/uk-australia-fta-negotiations-agreement-in-principle
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-australia-free-trade-agreement-negotiations-agreement-in-principle/uk-australia-fta-negotiations-agreement-in-principle







