
 

 

BVA Welsh Branch response to Welsh 
Government Consultation on a Refreshed TB 
Eradication Programme 

Who we are  

1. The British Veterinary Association (BVA) is the national representative body for the 
veterinary profession in the United Kingdom. With over 1
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scope in future to utilise the more sensitive interferon-gamma blood test (IFNγ) as part 
of this process.  

16. We believe this proposal would be enhanced by being accompanied by the provision 
of data which would further inform the purchaser of the risk posed by the movement.  

 

Q3   
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persistent herd breakdowns? Please explain your reasons 
 

☐ Yes 

 

☐ No 

 
Comment: 
 

22. We believe there may be merit in slowing down the movements off farms that have 
regained OTF status. In Wales, cattle cannot be moved out of a herd that has recently 
regained OTF status after a chronic breakdown unless those animals undergo 
bespoke pre-movement testing at least 60 days after the clearing short-interval test.  
This reduces the risk of moving infected cattle to other herds following the lifting of 
restrictions.  

23. Before expanding this requirement, government should provide an evaluation of the 
risk posed by animals moved off-farm shortly after receiving OTF status. To support 
this, the current Welsh Government 
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https://doi.org/10.1136/vr.102961
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0043217
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.prevetmed.2017.02.017
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https://doi.org/10.3389/fvets.2017.00230
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bovine-tb-risk-based-trading-empowering-farmers-to-manage-tb-trading-risks
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bovine-tb-risk-based-trading-empowering-farmers-to-manage-tb-trading-risks
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/300420/pb14154-bovine-tb-citizen-dialogue-summary.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/300418/bovine-tb-strategy-consultation-summary-responses.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/300418/bovine-tb-strategy-consultation-summary-responses.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-strategy-for-achieving-bovine-tuberculosis-free-status-for-england-2018-review
http://www.assembly.wales/research%20documents/18-003/18-003-web-english.pdf
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predict, and responses vary by target groups.11 Behavioural economics can be 
complex, but at a basic level, the EAST (Easy, Attractive, Social and Timely) 
framework, developed by the Behavioural Insights Team,12 can be useful. 

 

 

- Mandate provision and display of TB information at point of sale  
 

☒ Yes 

 

☐ No 

 
Comment: 
 

42. BVA supports this proposal for mandatory sharing of bTB information at point of sale. 
However, data must be up to date and timely and presentation of data needs careful 
consideration.  

43. Knowledge-based, risk-based trading should be accepted as standard practice, with 
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☐ No 

 
Comment: 
 

47. We support an approach that rewards responsible behaviours. We would ask that as 
this measure is progressed it is framed as a reward for responsible movements and 
not as a penalty for risky movements. We support expanding ‘earned recognition’ 
policies through compensation and testing policy. 

48. There is evidence from human healthcare that positive messaging (or ‘gain 
messaging’) influences people’s behaviour more significantly than negative scenarios 
(‘loss messaging’).14 One study argued that gain messages on NHS letters (e.g. if you 
adopt this behaviour your life will benefit in these ways), rather than loss messages 
(e.g. if you don’t do this, you will suffer from x), were more effective in stimulating 
uptake of advice on diabetes.15 The literature, therefore, suggests that there is some 
benefit in adopting an approach that uses positive language/scenarios to encourage 
behaviour changes. 

49. Positive reinforcement of behaviours can also be achieved by associating them with 
positive recognition in the market. Several papers16,17,18 have found that compliance 
was a key determinant of behaviour and financial rewards for behavioural change 
were also seen as vital. Jones et al.19 found that dairy farmers in Spain, Sweden, 
France, and Germany were more likely to prioritise herd health if there was a 
perceived reward.  

50. One means of providing positive reinforcement to farmers for demonstrating 
appropriate behaviour is via the compensation regime. Currently, when an animal 
tests positive for bTB as part of the testing regime, it will be removed and culled. The 
Government pays statutory compensation when it has deprived someone of their 
property to help eradicate a disease.20 The use of compensation has behavioural 
effects; it encourages participation with the government programme and removes a 
disincentive to report disease where it is suspected. Any change in policy should be 
mindful not to remove this positive behavioural effect within the current policy. 

51. There are already examples where compensation is withheld for those who undertake 
risky behaviour as well as to reward positive behaviours. The Welsh Government 
currently applies reductions to TB Payments for keepers who breach the TB Order. In 

 
14 Rose DC. Keating C. Morris C. Understanding how to influence farmers’ decision-making behaviour: a social 
science literature review, report for the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board

https://projectblue.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/Imported%20Publication%20Docs/FarmersDecisionMaking_2018_09_18.pdf
https://projectblue.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/Imported%20Publication%20Docs/FarmersDecisionMaking_2018_09_18.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11892-017-0894-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11892-017-0894-z
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2010.10.055
https://doi.org/10.1111/josh.12168
https://doi.org/10.1111/sum.12244
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.prevetmed.2016.08.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.prevetmed.2016.08.005
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2020-01-29/debates/937703A5-6098-414F-843A-5A2FCE1B652E/BovineTBCompensation
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because veterinary surgeons have both a high degree of professionalism and a close 
working relationship with farmers.  Moral conflict has been shown to have a significant 
detrimental effect on the well-being of veterinary surgeons. 

59. There is evidence from human healthcare that positive messaging (or ‘gain 
messaging’) influences people’s behaviour more significantly than negative scenarios 
(‘loss messaging’).  One study argued that gain messages on NHS letters (e.g. if you 
adopt this behaviour your life will benefit in these ways), rather than loss messages 
(e.g. if you don’t do this, you will suffer from x), were more effective in stimulating 
uptake of advice on diabetes.  The literature, therefore, suggests that there is some 
benefit in adopting an approach that uses positive language/scenarios to encourage 
behaviour changes. 

60. Positive reinforcement of behaviours can also be achieved by associating them with 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2010.10.055
https://doi.org/10.1111/josh.12168
https://doi.org/10.1111/sum.12244
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Within each species there will be a wide range from large scale farmers to those who have 
a relationship that is more akin to that of a pet owner. 

76. We welcome this proposal by Government
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81. We support appropriate payment for board members. To do otherwise may limit those 
who are able to take part.   

 
 




