
                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                          
 

             

 

 

BVA and SVS response to AWC review of castration and tail docking of 
lambs 

Introduction 

1. BVA is the national representative body for the veterinary profession in the United Kingdom 
and has over 18,000 members. Our primary aim is to represent, support and champion the 
interests of the veterinary profession in this country, and we therefore take a keen interest 
in all issues affecting the profession, including animal health and welfare, public health, 
regulatory issues and employment matters. 

2. The Sheep Veterinary Society (SVS) is a specialist division of BVA which promotes the 
prevention of disease and the welfare of sheep by providing a forum for discussion, 
distribution of research results and provision of advice on veterinary matters relating to 
sheep. 

3. We welcome this opportunity to contribute to the AWC review of castration and tail docking 
of lambs. In 2017, as part of the BVA Animal Welfare Strategy we developed a list of priority 

https://www.bva.co.uk/media/3123/priority-animal-welfare-problems.pdf
https://www.bva.co.uk/take-action/our-policies/sheep-castration-tail-docking-and-pain-management/
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As sheep are seasonal breeders, the onset of breeding activity, rather than the absolute age of the ram 
is the more significant factor when assessing the likelihood of taint. Castration is unnecessary where 
lambs will be finished and sent to slaughter before they reach sexual maturity. Castration to avoid ram 
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potential infections may outweigh any welfare benefits, although using a sterimatic device can provide a 
solution. 
 
A device that delivers local anaesthetic and applies a rubber ring has been developed, which is of benefit 
in overcoming issues of practical delivery of local anaesthetic to large numbers of lambs. It has not yet 
been launched in the UK. 
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