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A strong voice for vets



1 The British Small Animal Veterinary Association (BSAVA), which exists to promote
excellence in small animal practice through education and science and is the largest
specialist division of BVA representing over 10,000 members.

1 The British Veterinary Nursing Association (BVNA) is the national representative
body for the veterinary nursing profession and exists

BVA response to Scottish Government Consultation on the use and sale of fireworks
11 August 2021 (Page 2 of 8)



animals, wildlife, horses, livestock and zoo animals.1234.5.6.78,9,10,11,12, 13

6. As a One Health!4 focussed profession, we also recognise there are concerns regarding the
use of fireworks on human and environmental health, including preventable injuries ', negative
impact on those suffering from respiratory disease, potential distress from loud noise |evels for
those with noise sensitivity, and air pollution/emissions. 16

7. We consider that current controls on the use, sale and purchase of fireworks, as well as
controls to mitigate noise levels, do not go far enough to adequately safeguard the health and
welfare of animals in the UK. We are calling for:

{1 Tighterrestrictions on the private use, sale and purchase of fireworks (including
restricting the use and sale of fireworks around agreed traditional dates);

Licensing of all public displays and organised events;

A reduction in the noise limit of fireworks for public use in order to adequately
safeguard animal health and welfare. We would support setting the maximum noise
levels of fireworks intended for public use and sale to 97 dBAI at 15 meters, in line with
the RSPCA’s recommendationt?. Without noise reduction, even with the introduction of
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other measures such as limiting days and periods of sale, there will likely continue to
be a negative impact on animal welfare.

{1 Clear labelling of fireworks at point of sale to indicate their noise level to the consumer
eg. ‘low noise firework’ or ‘loud firework — risk to animal welfare’; and

{1 Opportunities to work collaboratively with the relevant authorities and government
departments to raise awareness of the potential negative animal health and welfare
impacts of firework displays, both in terms of increasing public and event organiser
awareness and helping pet owners and animal keepers prepare their animals to
prevent or manage distress during firework displays.

8.  Pyrotechnic devices
It is important to emphasise that the misuse of pyrotechnic devices has the potential to harm
animal health and welfare, as well as public health and safety. For example, at large public or
sporting events misuse of these devices can cause injury and distress to working police horses
and dogs, assistance animals, and competing animals such as racehorses and greyhounds.
Therefore, we would support the introduction of additional measures to tackle the illegal use of
pyrotechnic devices.

Section 1: Fireworks
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1 Setting the limit at 97decibels will encourage manufacturers to design and produce quieter
fireworks.

It is important to note that the proposed noise limit of 97decibels is not based on research
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' Requiring licence holders pay due regardto how their firework display may impact on
companion animals, wildlife, horses and livestock inthe local area, as well as how they are
going to dispose of debris and remnants of fireworks.

Question 3: Do you agree that a fee to obtain a fireworks licence in Scotland should be

introduced?

20. Yes. We agree that a fee to obtain a fireworks licence in Scotland should be introduced in
order to cover the costs incurred to set up, run and implement continuous improvements to the
licensing system.

Question 4: Do you have any views on how much the licence fee should be?
21. The licence fee should be sufficient to cover delivery and enforcement costs of the licensing
system.

Question 5: Do you agree that successful completion of an online safety course to obtain a
fireworks licence in Scotland should be introduced?

22. Yes.
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35. Guidance for local authorities setting out how no-firework areas should be implemented,
managed and reviewed should specify that due consideration must be given to potential
negative impact of fireworks on animal health and welfare in the local area.

Part 4. Proxy purchasing offences

Question 16: Do you agree withthe introduction of a '‘proxy purchasing' offence in relation to
fireworksto criminalise the supply of fireworksto young people under the age of 18?
36.
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