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Introduction 

1) The British Veterinary Association (BVA) is the national representative body for the veterinary 

profession in the United Kingdom. With over 18,000 members, our primary aim is to represent, 

support and champion the interests of the United Kingdom’s veterinary profession. We therefore 

take a keen interest in all issues affecting the profession, including animal health and welfare, 

public health, regulatory issues and employment matters. 

2) We welcome the opportunity to provide evidence relating to the potential free trade agreements 

(FTAs) with Canada and Mexico. In both cases the UK has successfully replicated, as far as 

possible, the effect of pre-existing FTAs which are in place between the European Union and 

both countries. 

3) Agreeing comprehensive FTAs with both Canada and Mexico that reduce barriers whilst 

maintaining standards of animal health, animal welfare and public health offers an opportunity 

for the export of UK products of animal origin (POAO).  

Engagement with the veterinary profession 

4) Veterinary surgeons deploy their expertise across domestic food production, from farm to fork, 

ensuring UK production meets the highest standards of animal health, animal welfare and food 

safety. They also play a unique role in international trade which is recognised around the world. 

The involvement of veterinary surgeons protects public health, food safety and animal health and 

welfare as well as providing assurance to trading partners.  

5) FTAs contain provisions relating to animal health, animal welfare and public health: areas which 

fall within the expertise of the veterinary profession. Therefore, it has been disappointing that 

consultation with the veterinary profession on FTAs has been so limited. For example, no 

meeting was held with the profession prior to the publication of the recent Australian Trade Deal 

in principle. This is despite the BVA submitting an 8-
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Commission (TAC) on a statutory footing.1 The Trade and Agricultural Commission (TAC) was 
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is the norm for many of our trading partners, and as such the UK should bolster its trade 

personnel with veterinary surgeons who are able to provide an unparalleled level of assurance 

to trading partners. 

17) To support cooperation on SPS barriers under a new FTA, the UK Government should develop 

a process whereby vets, farmers and processors are engaged to identify unnecessary SPS 

barriers. This could form a key component of the UK’s ongoing cooperation with Canada and 

Mexico on SPS barriers.   

18) Within any FTA the UK should not permit imports that fail to meet the current high human and 

public health standards onto the UK market. Within the UK these goods would become 

indistinguishable from UK produce, jeopardising the ability of exporters to trade using the good 

reputation of the UK as a high animal health and welfare producer. This would increase the risk 

posed by goods leaving Great Britain failing to meet EU SPS standards. Consequently, the need 

for risk-based checks on Great Britain goods entering the EU Single Market, including Northern 

Ireland, would rise. This would place additional delays on producers.  

19) The UK Government should seek to apply a single standard to the production of animal products 

destined either for UK consumers or foreign markets. A single standard that includes veterinary 

controls and certifications will avoid the confusion and the opportunity for fraud that is associated 

with multiple parallel standards, avoid compromised animal health and welfare, and ensure 

consumer confidence at home and abroad. 

Tariff reduction and standards  

20) Veterinary surgeons, as qualified professionals who play an essential role in the operation of 

international trade, want to see a high standard of animal health, welfare and food hygiene 

prioritised within any trade negotiations and deals including with Canada and Mexico.  

21) The TAC published its report in March 2020. Key amongst their recommendations was 

recommendation 8 which stated that:3 

“The UK government should take an ambitious approach to the liberalisation of the 
UK’s import tariff regime, for countries that can meet the high standards of food 
production expected from UK producers. It should work with trading partners within 
future FTA negotiations to lower tariffs and quotas to zero where equivalence is 
demonstrated for these standards.” 

22) The report submits that the UK should adopt a three-pillar approach to liberalizing international 
trade. The most pertinent for the purposes of an FTA is pillar two, which establishes how “core 
standards” should be developed: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/969045/Trade-and-Agriculture-Commission-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/969045/Trade-and-Agriculture-Commission-final-report.pdf


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/969045/Trade-and-Agriculture-Commission-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/969045/Trade-and-Agriculture-Commission-final-report.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/hc-sc/documents/services/drugs-health-products/canadian-antimicrobial-resistance-surveillance-system-2020-report/CARSS-2020-report-2020-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/hc-sc/documents/services/drugs-health-products/canadian-antimicrobial-resistance-surveillance-system-2020-report/CARSS-2020-report-2020-eng.pdf
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34) Many of the expected veterinary demands have yet to materialise. As a result, we still do not 
know if the UK has sufficient vet capacity to meet further demands. As the provisions of the 
Scheme for Temporary Agri-food Movements to Northern Ireland (STAMNI) begin to be phased 
out from October 2021, EHCs will also be required for goods moving from Great Britain to 
Northern Ireland. The latest Defra estimate is that demand for EHCs may increase 70,000-
150,000 per year as a result. This is estimated to require Up to 70 full time equivalent OVs. 

35) Previous Defra estimates, based on a survey conducted prior to the end of the transition period, 
found that the average time an OV spent on certification was approximately 15%. Defra expected 
this percentage to increase with the greatly increased demand and increasing specialisation and 
used a range of 10% to 30% within their preparatory work. Using this same range, 70 FTE OVs 
could require between 233 or 700 actual vets.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-for-new-checks-on-animal-products-creates-500-jobs
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