
 
 
 
 
 

 

BVA written evidence on animal health for the 

Welsh Parliament’s Climate Change, Environment 

and Rural Affairs Committee 

Who we are 

1) The British Veterinary Association (BVA) is the national representative body for the 
veterinary 

/resources-support/medicines/responsible-use-of-antimicrobials-in-veterinary-practice-poster/
/media/1161/bva-policy-position-on-the-responsible-use-of-antimicrobials-in-food-producing-animals-1.pdf
/media/1161/bva-policy-position-on-the-responsible-use-of-antimicrobials-in-food-producing-animals-1.pdf
https://www.ruma.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SO-469-RUMA-Summary-download-021220.pdf
https://www.ruma.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/RUMA-Targets-Task-Force-Report-2017-FINAL.pdf
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targets to further reduce antibiotic usage in animal agriculture, as part of a global solution 
to address AMR.  

8) AMR is a global problem and we support the ‘One Health’ approach to addressing it. 
Collaboration between the medical, veterinary and environmental stakeholders  is a key 
element of the UK 5-year action plan for antimicrobial resistance 2019-2024.  

9) BVA is represented on the Wales Animal and Environment AMR delivery group and 
supports its 5 year implementation plan. 

10) Welsh Government should: 

¶ incentivise improved husbandry and biosecurity measures on farm, within a system 

of government agricultural support. The involvement of veterinary surgeons will be 

essential to any such scheme.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-5-year-action-plan-for-antimicrobial-resistance-2019-to-2024
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-07/antimicrobial-resistance-in-animals-and-the-environment-implementation-plan.pdf
/media/3629/bva-policy-position-on-the-control-and-eradication-of-bovine-tb.pdf
/media/3629/bva-policy-position-on-the-control-and-eradication-of-bovine-tb.pdf
/media/3629/bva-policy-position-on-the-control-and-eradication-of-bovine-tb.pdf


https://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/biosecurity/cymorthtb/?lang=en
/media/3847/bva-briefing-on-the-end-of-the-transition-period-vets-and-borders.pdf
/media/3793/bva-submission-to-the-house-of-lords-eu-international-agreements-sub-committee-uk-nz-trade-negotiations-final-v2-for-website.pdf
/media/3793/bva-submission-to-the-house-of-lords-eu-international-agreements-sub-committee-uk-nz-trade-negotiations-final-v2-for-website.pdf
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seeking to protect and promote local traditional specialities.  

 

Post-CAP agricultural policy 

22) The new agricultural policy offers an opportunity to improve animal health and welfare in 
Wales, and should be both ambitious and focussed on delivering outcomes. It is crucial 
that this new policy offers the best opportunities to develop a strong, competitive and 
innovative food industry which enjoys the confidence of consumers at home and abroad, 
and is resilient to the potential changes in our relationships with trading partners following 
the UK’s departure from the EU. 

23) We are broadly supportive of the Welsh Government’s ‘Sustainable Land Management’ 
policy framework, and were pleased that the proposals “explicitly recognise the 
interaction between food production and environmental outcomes”. It is essential that 
animal health and welfare are central in any new agricultural policy and should feature 
more prominently. 

24) The new Welsh Agricultural policy must make it clear that ensuring the health and welfare 
of sentient animals is important as a marker of social progress, as well as for the role it 
plays in achieving other sustainability objectives such as reducing AMR as an 
environmental benefit. Sustainable animal agriculture is defined as “animal agriculture 
carried out in a way that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability 
to meet the needs of the future”. It should be undertaken in a way that is environmentally, 
ethically, and economically acceptable for consumers, producers, and wider society. 
Safeguarding the highest standards of health and welfare for production animals must 
be recognised as a key sustainability objective. 

25) Under the One Health agenda, policies relating to sustainable animal agriculture must 
also address the use of natural resources and the protection and conservation of wild 
species, habitats, and biodiversity, in order to reduce the ecological footprint of animal 
agriculture as a whole. Changes in animal production and farming practices are 
necessary to increase the efficiency of agriculture and mitigate its environmental impact. 
In our Sustainable animal agriculture position, we promote  the benefits of properly 
valuing quality animal-derived products, where quality encompasses good animal health 
and welfare, food safety, environmental protection, a fair return for producers, and 
encourage consumers to #ChooseAssured.   

26) There is a large body of evidence supporting the environmental benefits of various 
aspects of livestock farming in Wales4,5,6,7,8. These include carbon sequestration in 
grazing pastures, particularly leguminous pastures, reduction of methane emissions 
through disease eradication, increased productivity, reduced losses and increased 
feeding efficiency, and reduced food miles from consuming locally produced food. 

 
4 Skuce 

/news-campaigns-and-policy/policy/farm-animals/sustainable-animal-agriculture/
/take-action/choose-assured-farm-assurance-campaign/
https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/2031/livestock_health_and_ghg.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4873495/X
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_fg_grazing_for_carbon_final_report_2018_en.pdfX
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Recent research published by Oxford University demonstrates that ruminants can offer 
a viable pathway to net zero emissions from UK agriculture, in keeping with the target 
date of 2030, which is a key consideration with respect to any decision on which 
outcomes will be rewarded via direct payments. This research provides further evidence 
that UK ruminant agriculture can create positive Sustainable Land Management (SLM) 
outcomes. 

27) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319331/Opinion_on_the_welfare_of_farmed_fish_at_the_time_of_killing.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fawc-report-on-the-welfare-of-farmed-animals-at-slaughter-or-killing
/media/3664/full-position-bva-position-on-the-welfare-of-animals-at-slaughter.pdf
https://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2018/animalsentience/?lang=en
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access to real time and stored footage for OVs. 

 

Surveillance  

34) The UK veterinary surveillance network is vital to identifying and managing threats to 
public health, trade, and wider society from animal diseases. Veterinary surveillance and 
animal health and disease monitoring is equally important across livestock, equine, 
wildlife, and companion animals.  

35) Continued monitoring of new and emerging diseases through data collection, analysis, 
and sharing across species provides high-quality intelligence on animal health and 
welfare. This helps policymakers, veterinary professionals, and animal keepers to take 
decisions to improve animal health and welfare and productivity, as well as identify and 

/media/3115/bva-position-on-veterinary-scanning-surveillance.pdf
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https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/corporate-report/2020/04/fawc-opinion-on-the-welfare-of-animals-during-transport-sg-response/documents/fawc-opinion-on-the-welfare-of-animals-during-transport/fawc-opinion-on-the-welfare-of-animals-during-transport/govscot%3Adocument/FAWC%2BOpinion%2Bon%2Bthe%2BWelfare%2Bof%2BAnimals%2Bduring%2BTransport%2B05042019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/corporate-report/2020/04/fawc-opinion-on-the-welfare-of-animals-during-transport-sg-response/documents/fawc-opinion-on-the-welfare-of-animals-during-transport/fawc-opinion-on-the-welfare-of-animals-during-transport/govscot%3Adocument/FAWC%2BOpinion%2Bon%2Bthe%2BWelfare%2Bof%2BAnimals%2Bduring%2BTransport%2B05042019.pdf
/news-and-blog/news-article/vets-welcome-government-consultation-on-the-welfare-of-livestock-at-transport/
/news-and-blog/news-article/vets-welcome-government-consultation-on-the-welfare-of-livestock-at-transport/
/media/1176/bva-policy-position-on-the-welfare-of-livestock-during-transport-full-24519.pdf

